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Enlightenment


The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement that began in the 17th century, though the height of the movement was the 18th century.  Around 1650, some European thinkers began to analyze nature in order to determine the laws governing the universe.  They employed experimentation and abstract reasoning to discover general principles behind phenomena such as the motion of the planets.  Above all Enlightenment philosophers emphasized the acquisition of knowledge through reason.  The Enlightenment also deeply affected education and even politics as new understandings emerged of the right to rule and justice.  Your instinct will be to number your sources.  Don’t.  None of the formats allow this.

  
You are only required to provide identifying information for your sources.  You are not required to format them in one of the approved styles (APA, MLA or Chicago Style), but if you would like to practice please do so.


History.com, “The Enlightenment,” http://www.history.com/topics/enlightenment

This website article was created by the History Channel which is owned by A&E Television.  This provides you a definition of the Enlightenment, a description of some of the most important philosophers of the movement and a couple of video clips.  This is a secondary source.

Bristow, William, “The Enlightenment,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/enlightenment/Don’t forget the URL (link) on all your sources.


This encyclopedia entry explains the intellectual philosophy behind the Enlightenment.  It begins with a description of the Enlightenment itself, asserting that the movement ends with the French Revolution.  The entry also identifies key figures in the Enlightenment in different countries.  For example, the Scottish Enlightenment ideas of David Hume, the French philosophes, and the German Enlightenment featuring figures like Immanuel Kant.  This is a secondary source.

“Madame Geoffrin`s salon in 1755,” by Anicet Charles Gabriel Lemonnier. at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Thérèse_Rodet_Geoffrin
Paragraph description of the source and how it relates to the term.  (4b)

This is a painting of one of the more famous salons of the Enlightenment.  Madame Geoffrin would later be executed during the French Revolution as an enemy of the Revolution for speaking out in support of the equality and citizenship of women.  Salons allowed women to participate publically in the intellectual conversations of the Enlightenment.  The painting is a primary source.

Conger, Cristin, “How the Enlightenment Worked,” How Stuff Works, http://history.howstuffworks.com/historical-events/enlightenment.htm

This is another website article regarding the Enlightenment.  This one claims the Enlightenment began with science (the Scientific Revolution), or more specifically with Isaac Newton’s publication of the Principia. According to this article, the Enlightenment was the natural evolution of the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation.  This is a secondary source, though there are some primary source images included.

Newton, Isaac. The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy (Principia). American edition.  Translated by Andrew Motte.  New York, Daniel Adee, 1846.  At Openlibrary.org. http://archive.org/stream/newtonspmathema00newtrich#page/n7/mode/2upIdentify your source as a primary or secondary source. (4c)


This is a digital copy of Newton’s famous Principia which the above website claims began the Enlightenment.  In this Newton discusses his laws of motion and gravity.  This is a primary source.

United Learning. “All About the Enlightenment: The Age of Reason.”  At https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0B28_gwj0M

This is a video lecture that includes a quiz at the end.  This video provides a good basic definition to explain the intellectual movement which tried to rid the world of superstition.  This video also points out that Enlightenment thought led to the rise of democratic movements such as the American and French Revolutions.  Sir Francis Bacon is known as the father of the Enlightenment.  This is a secondary source.

Macinnes, Allan I.  “Acts of Union: The Creation of the United Kingdom,” BBC: History, February 17, 2011, http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire_seapower/acts_of_union_01.shtml

According to this article found through the CCCOnline Library , it was Enlightenment thought which led to the unification of the British Empire and the creation of the United Kingdom out of Wales, England and Scotland.  Macinnes claims: “Leading figures of the Scottish Enlightenment viewed themselves as the moral guardians of the British constitution established during the 'Glorious Revolution' of 1688-1689 and consolidated by the Treaty of Union in 1707” (Macinnes, “Act of Union”).  This connection of all men’s (white men’s) rights to a constitutional agreement between citizen and state is an Enlightenment concept first set down by John Locke and Thomas Hobbes.  This is a secondary source.

Schmidt, James. "Enlightenment as Concept and Context." Journal Of The History Of Ideas 75, no. 4 (October 2014): 677-685. Academic Search Premier, EBSCOhost (accessed December 23, 2014).

This article, found through EBSCO at the CCCOnline Library, is a review of several books regarding the Enlightenment.  This is part of a series of reviews called the Ideas in Context series.  Once again this article looks at some of the great figures of the Enlightenment such as Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, etc.  This is a secondary source.

Kreis, Stephen. “Lecture 8: The New Intellectual Order: Man, Nature and Society”, The History Guide, http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/lecture8a.html

This is a lecture from a series published by Stephen Kreis.  This is an intellectual history, a look at the philosophies of the Enlightenment and another argument that the Enlightenment is the natural evolution of scientific thought from the Scientific Revolution.  This is a secondary source, though he references several primary sources such as Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding.

The British Museum, “Enlightenment (Room 1),” Explore/ Galleries, https://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/galleries/themes/room_1_enlightenment.aspx

[image: ]You may include images in your work if you want to, but you aren’t required to do so.  Make sure your URL goes directly to the image and your description is thorough and you won’t need to include the picture.

This is one page from the British Museum’s extensive collection of Enlightenment art.  According to the curators, during the Age of Enlightenment or Age of Reason, the British (among others) became curious about their world, collecting art from ancient times and creating some of their own that harkened back to the golden days of Greece and Rome.  These collections help us understand the perspective of the British during the Enlightenment.  This is both a primary and secondary source.  The artifacts in the exhibit are primary.  The curator’s words are secondary.
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